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MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING IN RESPECT OF M/S. NATURAL 

SUGAR & ALLIED INDUSTRIES LTD. (DISTILLERY DIVN.), AT SAINAGAR, RANJANI, 

TQ. KALLAM, DIST: OSMANABAD CONDUCTED ON 23/11/2012 AT  11.30 A.M. AT THE 

FACTORY SITE.   

 

 

 

 An environmental public hearing in respect of M/s. Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. 

(Distillery Divn.), at Sainagar, Ranjani, Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad was conducted on 

23/11/20129 at 11.30 a.m. at the factory site of M/s. Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd., 

Sainagar, Ranjani,  Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad. 

 

 Following members were present during the public hearing : 

 

1. Shri D.G. Fulari, 

Additional District Magistrate,  

Osmanabad.        Chairman. 

 

2. Shri P.M. Joshi, 

Regional Officer, MPCB, Aurangabad.    Member. 

 

3. Shri Nitin Shinde, 

 Sub-Regional Officer, 

 MPCB, Latur.        Convener. 

 

 A list of members and public participants present for Public Hearing is annexed herewith.  

All those present were given welcome by the Convener.  Shri Nitin Shinde, Sub-Regional Officer, 

MPCB, Latur with the permission of the Chairman of Panel narrated the procedure to be followed for 

obtaining environmental clearance from Government of India by explaining the provisions of the 

MoEF Notification No. S.O. 1533 dated 14
th

 September, 2006 & amended Notification No. S.O. 

3067 (E) 01/12/2009 and Summary of the project right from the date of receipt of application for 

conducting Public Hearing till fresh notice issued by MPCB in the local newspapers Daily Lokmat 

dated 21/10/2012 and Daily Lokmat Times dated 22/10/2012. He stated that as per the said 

notification, some specific Projects like Mining Project, Thermal Power Plants, River/Valley 

Projects, State/National Highways, Construction Projects, Port Development Projects, Petrochemical 

Industries, Sugar Industries, Distilleries, etc. require Environmental Clearance from the Central 

Government and the proposed expansion project of Molasses Based Distillery Plant from 30 

KLPD to 60 KLPD capacity falls under the said Notification, hence it is necessary to conduct the 

public hearing for the said project.  He further stated that there is no any written 

complaints/objections received by the Board about the proposed project.  He also stated that if 

anybody is having any doubt, suggestion, objection, etc.. specifically related with the environment 

about the said project, same can be expressed after power point presentation of proposed project, 

which will be recorded and minutes of the same will be submitted to the Ministry of Environment & 

Forests, Government of India.  Thereafter, he requested the Project Proponent and Project Consultant 

with the permission of the Chairman of the Panel to brief the presentation of their proposed project. 

 

 Prior to start the power point presentation of the proposed project by the Project Consultant, 

Shri B.B. Thombare, the Chairman & Managing Director of the project welcomed the public 

participants and stated that M/s. Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. has already started the 30,000 

Ltr./day capacity of distillery unit. He stated that during last 5 - 7 years, the sugarcane production has 

been increased substantially and therefore they have increased the sugarcane crushing capacity from 

2500 Tons to 5000 Tons. Due to increase in sugarcane crushing capacity,                                         
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the additional molasses will be produced and for the processing of the same, they have proposed to 

expand the existing distillery unit from 30,000 Ltr./day to 60,000 Ltr./day capacity for which a 

proposal has already been submitted by them to Maharashtra Pollution Control Board. He further 

stated they have proposed necessary treatment facilities so as to maintain the environmental balance 

and not to cause any damages to the surrounding environment due to proposed expansion of 

distillery project and then he suggested the Project Consultant, M/s. MITCON Consultancy & 

Engineering Services Ltd., Pune to brief the power point presentation of their proposed project.   

 

 Kavita Zog, the Project Consultant started the power point presentation of the proposed 

expansion project of Molasses Based Distillery Plant from 30 KLPD to 60 KLPD capacity & 

details of pollution control devices/plans, etc. During the presentation, she stated that M/s. Natural 

Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. is having its existing distillery of 30,000 Ltr./day capacity at Sainagar, 

Ranjani, Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad and further proposed the expansion of their existing distillery 

from 30,000 Ltr/day capacity to 60,000 Ltr./day capacity of distillery at the said location.  For the 

proposed expansion project, the land required will be 14.5 acres, which is already available with the 

factory.  She stated that the distillery will be operated for 270 days per year for which about 27000 

MT/year of molasses will be required and same will be made available from their existing sugar 

factory.  The industry is also having sufficient capacity of molasses storage tanks. She stated that the 

benefits of selecting the above site for the proposed project are the availability of own land, 

sufficient quantity of water, raw material, etc. at the factory site.  She stated that there is no any eco 

sensitive zone, National Park, Sanctuaries or biosphere reserves, within 15 km. radius of the project 

area.  Also, the archaeological as well as historical and cultural monuments are not available nearto 

the project site.   

 

Kavita Zog further briefed about the salient features of the project and stated that the existing 

boiler is of 30TPH capacity and the new boiler proposed to be provided will be of 6 TPH capacity.  

The total steam requirement for the project will be 120 TPD and same will be fulfilled from both the 

existing as well as proposed boilers and the proposed boiler of 6 TPH capacity will be biogas based, 

there will be no any air pollution problems in the area due to the said project.  The total cost of the 

project is Rs. 21.73 Cr., out of which the company management has made the provision of Rs. 10.4 

Cr. towards environment management plan.   

 

While briefing about the Environment Impact Assessment, Kavita Zog stated that they have 

studied various aspects like air quality, noise level, water quality, soil quality, ecology within the 

radius of 10 km. of the project area by collecting the samples at various locations viz. Project Site 

(Sainagar), Ranjani, Tadgaon, Ghargaon, Jayphal, Shiradhoon and Manjra River water, etc. and 

observed that the air quality in the area is well below the norms prescribed by CPCB, hence there 

will be no any air pollution problem due to the said project.  Likewise, the noise level is also well 

within the norms prescribed by CPCB; the quality of surface water and ground water in the area is 

also well within the prescribed limits as per the Indian Standards 10500.  The soil testing carried out 

at 6 various locations and observed that the soil in the area is of good quality.  She stated that during 

the ecological survey they have studied about the flora and fauna in the area and observed the 

prominent plants like Gulmohar at road side, Babul near villages and on the edge of agriculture field 

and other common trees like Bahava, Bor, Tamrind, Sadi, Karanj, Neem, Peeple, Vad, Teak, 

Sheesham, Mango, Palas, Aniar, etc.  She stated that there is no any forest near the project area and 

therefore the common animals occurred in the study area are Squirrel, Indian Mongoose, Hare, 

Field/House Mouse, Shrew, etc.  The reptiles like snakes, monitor lizards, common lizards and the 

common birds like Crow, Owl, Asian Koel, Myna, etc. are occurred in the study area.  She stated that 

no any rare species of birds, animals or plants are observed in the study area.   

 

While briefing about the environmental impacts due to the proposed project and the 

mitigation measures to be taken thereof, Kavita Zog stated that 300 m
3
/day water will be required 
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for the said project, which will be taken from the Jack well  located at river Manjra at a distance of 

3.8 km. from the project site for which necessary agreement has been made and the Government has 

already granted permission for the same. Hence, there will be no any adverse impact on the use of 

water.  She stated that nominal quantity of waste water will be used during the construction phase, 

however, during the operational phase, there will be generation of spent wash from the process for 

the treatment of which the industry has provided the ETP (biodigester) of 500 m
3
 capacity followed 

by Multi Effect Evaporator and Incineration system due to which the “Zero Discharge” concept will 

be achieved as per the MoEF guidelines. The domestic waste water generated from the industry will 

be treated in septic tank followed by soak pit and further it will be used for gardening purpose within 

the factory premises.  She further stated that the company management has proposed the Rain Water 

Harvesting System by means of which the rain water from the roof top of  26343 sq.m. will be 

collected and stored in a tank having capacity of 7000 m
3
 and same will be reused in process as well 

as for construction and gardening purposes.  The industry is already having sufficient land for the 

proposed project and as the concept of „Zero Discharge‟ will be achieved by the industry there will 

be no any adverse impact on the land and soil in the area, however, she stated that to avoid any 

percolation or contamination into ground water, necessary storage facilities will be constructed. 

 

 As far as air pollution and control measures to be taken thereof, Kavita Zog stated that the 

company will install additional new biogas based boiler of 6 TPH capacity which will be provided 

with stack height of 12.85 mtrs. The SO2, emitted from the boiler will be recovered due to which no 

any gaseous emission into the environment thereby there will be no air pollution in the area due to 

the proposed project.  She stated the sources of noise pollution are the machineries and equipments, 

for control of which the industry has proposed acoustic enclosures, paved roads, etc.  The workers 

will be provided with personal protective equipments such as ear mufflers, noise barrier.  She also 

stated that during the construction phase, some negligible impact will be there due to entry of 

workers, people at the project site hence required capacity of septic tank will be provided for them.  

The Green Belt Development proposed  by the industry will be also helpful  for the control of noise 

as well as air pollution and for beautification of the area. She stated that the main positive impact of 

the proposed project is that the total manpower required will be 81 and the skilled/unskilled 

employees/workers will be taken from the local area due to which the employment will be got to the 

local people and ultimately there will be the economical and social development of the area.   

 

 While briefing about the Environment Management Plan, Kavita Zog stated that while 

establishing any industrial project, it definitely impacts on the surrounding environment upto some 

extent in two stages, i.e. during the construction phase and operational phase.  During the 

construction phase of the proposed project, there will be dust emission due to excavation, leveling 

and transportation activities, which will be minimized by providing water sprinkling system in the 

premises as well as on the roads, maintaining the roads properly, closed transportation system and 

the solid waste generated from the proposed project will be disposed off in a safe manner. She also 

stated that special care will be taken for scientific storage and disposal of hazardous waste, if any. 

 

 As stated above about the Zero Discharge of effluent, she stated that there will be no any 

water pollution in the surrounding area due to the proposed project during the operational phase also.  

As far as air pollution is concerned, she stated that air emission characteristics will be monitored 

regularly, servicing of the vehicles coming into the factory will be carried regularly due to which 

there will be no adverse impact on the surrounding environment.  For control of noise pollution, the 

workers will be provided with personal protective equipments like ear muffler, etc.  She stated that as 

a part of  biological environment management, the company has already developed the Green Belt, 

however, the company management has also proposed to plant 10000 Nos. of trees inside the factory 

premises and 10000 Nos. of outside the factory premises and the plants to be planted preferably will 

be of local species and biodiversity of the area will be protected.  
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 Then, Kavita Zog briefed about the occupational safety and health and stated that medical 

check up of the persons to be employed in the factory will be done before their joining to the factory 

and after joining also to know the impact due to the proposed project, regular medical check up of 

the workers/employees will be carried out, which will include Lungs testing, X-Ray testing, Ear 

testing, General Medical check up, etc.  The workers will be provided with personal protective 

equipments, like hand gloves, goggles, aprons, ear mufflers, nose masks, etc. where there will be the 

possibility dust emission and noise pollution and proper ventilation system will also be provided in 

the process area.   

 

 Further, Kavita Zog briefed about the risk assessment and mitigation measures thereof stated 

that the proposed project will produce RS/ENA, which is a flammable liquid and the possible 

emergencies during its storage and transportation will be like release of ENA due to failure of 

vessels, pipelines or process equipments, accidental spillages during handling and consequential fires 

involving flammable materials, etc., for which the mitigation measures suggested are that the 

breathing of vapors shall be avoided and self contained breathing apparatus shall be used; fire 

fighters shall wear proper protective equipment; spark and leak arresters shall be provided at proper 

places and electrostatic charges shall be prevented to avoid any explosion during transportation. 

 

 While briefing about the socio-economic welfare activities, she stated that the company 

management is implementing the economic welfare programmes and same will be continued in 

future also.  She further stated that M/s. Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. has also proposed 

certain welfare activities like Soil Testing in reasonable rates for the Farmers, Educational Facility 

on concessional rate, Medical Camps for adjacent villages, Ambulance and Fire Brigade Facilities, 

Irrigation Facility (Drip Irrigation) & Seed distribution, Training to Farmers, Providing Bullock 

Carts to Farmers, and Pension Scheme to Parents of Employees, 50% Reservation for women in the 

own college of factory, etc. 

 

 Then, she stated that the total expenditure towards environment management plant will be Rs. 

10.40 Cr. and the recurring cost per year will be Rs. 55.00 Lakh, which includes the installation of 

air pollution control system, noise control system, green belt development, environmental monitoring 

and management, water pollution control system, effluent treatment plant including multi effect 

evaporator and biogas plant, etc.  

 

 She also stated that the company has installed the 30 MTPD capacity unit for recovery of 

CO2 generated from fermentation process as well as Sulphur Recovery Unit to recover the SO2 

generated from biogas plant as green initiatives taken by the industry.  

 

 Thereafter, Kavita Zog briefed about the benefits due to the proposed expansion project of 

distillery and stated that there will be overall positive impact because of the benefits like 

development in basic infrastructure and employment generation, major socio-economic benefit, 

advanced soil testing laboratory facility, R & D facility for sugarcane plantation, encouraging reward 

for highest yield programme, provision of educational facilities for the children of factory 

employees/workers and local people, etc. and  concluded the power point presentation of the 

proposed project. 

 

After concluding the power point presentation by the Project Consultant; Shri Nitin Shinde, 

Convener with the permission of Chairman of the Panel requested all the public participants that if 

anybody is having any doubt, suggestions, objection, etc. about the said project, especially related 

with environmental aspects, same can be expressed.  During the course of public hearing, the panel 

members and public participants raised certain questions related to the said project and same were 

answered by the Project Consultant/Project Proponent as below : 
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1. Mr. Habib Khan Pathan, a resident of nearby village Ranjani Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad 

asked about the steps taken by the company management for the conservation of ground 

water.  Then, the project consultant stated that the ground water will not be used anywhere in 

the process and whatever the water required for the process will be taken from river Manjra 

and also the  company management have obtained permission from MIDC authorities for 

fulfillment of the water requirement.  He also stated that the company management has 

proposed for the Rain Water Harvesting for which a storage facility of 70000 Ltrs capacity 

has already been proposed  and also the dry bores will be taken for the reuse of such water.  

 

2. Shri Arun Salunke, a resident of nearby village Ghargaon, Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad 

asked about the benefits due to the proposed expansion project and then Kavita Zog, the 

Project Consultant replied that compliance of CREP norms, means Corporate Responsibility 

for Environment Protection will be considered by means of which, employment will be 

generated and the local people will get the employment depending upon their qualification 

thereby there will be the economical development of the area and also the requirement of 

industrial alcohol will be fulfilled due to the proposed project.   

 

3. Shri Sahebrao Kamble, a Sarpanch of village Ghargaon, Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad  

after asking about the tree plantation, the Project Consultant stated that M/s. Natural Sugar & 

Allied Industries Ltd. has already planted 10000 Nos. of trees in the factory premises and 

further also proposed to plant 10000 Nos of various local species of plants like Babul, 

Gulmohar, etc. along the road side as well as in the surrounding wherever open space is 

available. 

 

4. Mr. Shaikh Musa, a resident of nearby village Ranjani in Kallam Tehsil, Dist: Osmanabad 

asked about the employment generation during the proposed expansion project and it is 

replied by Shri Thombare, the Chairman and Managing Director of the Project that 

generally 80 persons are required for such project, however, they have made available the 

opportunity for 81 persons for the proposed project which will required only for the inside 

operations, but they have also made the provision of about 25 – 30 employees for the purpose 

of molasses transportation, alcohol transportation, biogas section, etc. likewise he stated that 

there will be the employment generation of about 100 to 125 persons by means of which 

there will be the opportunity of employment to the educated unemployed persons in the local 

area.   

 

5. Shri Sahebrao Kamble, a Sarpanch of village Ghargaon, Tq. Kallam, Dist: Osmanabad 

asked about the measures to be taken to avoid air pollution.  The Project Consultant replied 

that the factory will provided 6 TPH capacity of natural gas (biogas) based boiler and same 

will be provided with stack height of 12.85 mtrs. The steam and energy required for the 

proposed project will be made available from their existing Sugar and Co-generation Plants 

due to which the impact of air pollution will be very less on the surrounding area and the 

gaseous emission will also be very less.  

 

6. Shri D.G. Fulari, Chairman of Panel pointed out that some public participants have asked 

some basic questions.  He said that Shri Thombare, the Chairman & Managing Director of 

the project as well as the representatives from MITCON are present here and he wanted to 

know the basic information on certain points from them.  (a) He pointed out that one of the 

public participants asked about the employment generation in the area, then, Shri Fulari 

asked to brief the strength of local employees including technical/non-technical workers, 

labours, etc. as the Project Proponent is having their own existing Sugar Unit & 30 KLPD 

capacity of Distillery Plant in operation.  (b) The Project Consultant (MITCON) reported that 

after carrying the survey, the employees are provided with personal protective          
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equipments so as to control the air and sound pollution, to avoid disaster, plan will be 

prepared.  Then, Shri Fulari asked what about the present plan and whether any provision 

has been made to provide personal protective equipments such as ear bands, etc to the 

employees to control the noise pollution. (c) He stated that the factory is having 108 acres of 

its own land and then asked about the area under use as well as balance area.  He further 

asked whether there are the plants, trees, etc. on the balance area of land today.  If there 

would be trees, then he would like to say that prior to establishment of this factory, suppose 

the percentage of Sulphur Di-Oxide, Carbon Di-Oxide would be zero, but today, it is 9, 

which should be reduced, not to zero level, but upto some extent for which cultivation of 

trees having big canopy, green leaves like banyan, pimple, umbar, etc. will be more 

beneficial.  He advised not to go for plantation of Gulmohar as it is a shrub and not the tree.   

(d)  Shri Fulari pointed out the issue raised by somebody about water recharging and the 

subsequent reply given by the Project Consultant that the surface water will be used for the 

said purpose.  Then, he said that this is well and good, but if the company management 

wouldn‟t use the same, it would have been used by somebody for agriculture purpose. Hence, 

he requested that out of total 108 acres of land, if 10 to 12 acres of land remains open, the 

farm ponds (pits) with plastic layer shall be taken on the said land so as to store more water in 

it.  He stated that it is a good thing they the company management is having the rain water 

harvesting system with storage facility of 7000 M
3
 capacity, and asked about the rain water 

storage and its use during the current year.  He also suggested to provide deep trenches, 

which will help in underground water recharging.   

 

Further, Shri Fulari drawn the attention of the public participants towards the analysis of soil 

in the area and same is observed normal as reported by the Project Consultant, Kavita Zog 

and asked about the micro organism status of soil before the establishment and after 

development of this sugar factory.   As reported by the Project Consultant, Shri Fulari stated 

that the company management have controlled the dust emission, but it can be seen that large 

amount of dust emits from the chimney and spreads somewhere in the area. He said that it is 

well known to Shri Thombare, the Project Proponent that he has developed the factory at 

Parli.  He briefed his experience and stated that there is Thermal Power Station Parli and if a 

vehicle is parked within a vicinity of 10 km. radius of said power plant, a deposition of heavy 

layer of dust observes on the vehicle which can not be cleaned easily, then asked about the 

pollution status during midnight, specifically between 02.00 p.m. to 06.00 a.m.  He said that 

due to cold climate during midnight period, the dust emitted from stack spreads on the ground 

level on a large scale whereas during the hot climate the dust can be spread upto the distance 

of 50 km. And then, he suggested to conduct the study of these aspects and then only to come 

forward and he agreed that industry shall be established in this area, employment shall be 

generated for the local people, but he asked that how many people have got the employment 

after basic development of existing factory and how many people will get the employment in 

the proposed expansion project and said that it will not be fair to engage total South Indian 

persons in the said project, but the chances shall be given to the local persons for 

employment. 

Shri Fulari pointed out that some issues related with Project Proponent and one of the issue 

is related with the pollution control systems.  He asked whether the system provided by the 

industry is full-fledged as permission for expansion project has been granted to the said 

industry.  He suggested to visit the industry and submit the report to the Collector alongwith 

his views.  He also suggested to record in the report about the quantity of molasses was 

available with the factory at the time of establishment and now excess molasses is available 

with the factory and how it will be taken into use.  He asked whether the said molasses is 

stored in closed big iron tank or in the pit and stated that if it is stored in pit, then definitely 

there will be the percolation.  He briefed his experience during his tenure at Ambajogai and 

stated that such percolated water was entering into the river and people in the area were 
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sitting infront of his office daily on hunger strike which were creating problems to him 

Hence, he suggested to take necessary precautionary measures to restrict the percolations so 

that such problems will not arise in future.   

 

After that, Shri Thombare, the Chairman & Managing Direction of the project while 

briefing about the issue related with employment generation stated that this industry has been 

started in the year 2000-2001, before that there was no any industrial area in existence in this 

area due to which there was no any chance for employment generation in Kallam Taluka.  He 

stated that after commissioning of this Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. in the year 

2001, during the period of 12 years there are 550 Nos. of permanent employees and 350 Nos. 

of temporary employees in the said industry.  Besides this there are 4500 Nos. of temporary 

workers those come for sugarcane cutting in the farms.  Out of total 800 employees engaged 

in the factory only 7% employees are from outside those are having experience, knowledge, 

technical skill and are not available in Kallam or Osmanabad area and 90% employees are 

local, i.e. from the nearby villages like Ghargaon, Ranjani, Jayphal and on an average 50 to 

150 persons are employed from these villages in the factory.  Therefore, he stated that due to 

establishment of Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. 800 persons are employed 

permanently in the factory and also temporary employment is made available to about 2000 

Nos. of local people from Kallam and nearby areas in the form of sugarcane cutting, 

transportation, etc. during the span of 12 years. 

 

The second issue was related with use of land upon which Shri Thombare stated that they 

are having total 105 acres of land out of which the industrial building and factory has been 

installed on 22 acres of land, residential colony for the employees of factory has been 

installed on 12 acres of land and remaining land is reserved as Bullock Cart Yard.  Besides 

this, they have reserved the area of 15 to 20 acres of land for the development of Green Belt. 

He stated that they cultivated the Keshar Mango on 16 acres of land before 7 years by using 

manure and he said that he is proud to tell here that since last 3 years they are exporting the 

Keshar Mango to America.& Japan countries.  After requesting by Shri Fulari to provide 

such mango locally as the company is exporting the mango since last 3 years, Shri 

Thombare reported that in the last year they have stopped the exporting and the best quality 

mangoes are also sold out in local area.  He further stated that in the remaining area, they 

have planted 10000 Nos. of trees, in the 12 acres area of residential colony of employees, 

they have provided 5 Nos. of plants compulsory to each house.  They have also planted trees 

at both the sides of road and especially since last 2 years, every year, they provides 100 Nos. 

of trees (each) to the big farmers, promoters, etc. by means of which about 10000 Nos. of 

trees will be planted in their farms, boundaries of the farm within next 10 years period and 

the plants being provided are mostly fruit plants.  He further stated that Gulmohar trees are 

already planted, but about 3500 to 4000 neem trees and pimple trees on a large scale are also 

planted and preserved. He said that there is water scarcity in the area, hence they developed 

such trees those can survive on natural sources after a period of one year.   

 

While briefing the issue about pollution control devices are concerned, Shri Thombare 

stated that Turbine, Boiler, Biogas Based Power Generation sections are the sources of noise 

pollution and for control of which the workers are provided with ear mufflers and also the 

company has made compulsion to such workers to use the helmet.  He further stated that 

advanced infrastructure is available with the factory such as Fire Brigade, Ambulance, etc. 

and these infrastructures are not only for the company employees in accidental case, but also 

made available to the farmers in the surrounding area at reasonable charges because generally 

the incidences of sugarcane fire occur in summer season on a large scale. 
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Shri Thombare, further briefed the issue regarding water conservation and stated that in the 

past when Shri Bansod was the District Collector, Latur at that time an extraordinary 

experiment of Samtol Bandhara was done at Latur in Maharashtra State, likewise they have 

adopted the said concept of Samtol Bandhara at hilly area at a distance of 5 km. from 

Ranjani, as a result of which the farmers in the area have developed the sugarcane crop on 

about 200 – 250 acres of land where they were finding very difficult to provide the water to 

their agriculture fields during the Winter season also. He further stated that  they have 

proposed a big scheme for water conservation and they had also invited Hon‟ble Shri 

Rajendra Sinh Rana in the month of September, 2012.  He also stated that to overcome with 

the problems arise due to draught and as suggested by the Chairman of the Panel to provide 

small farm ponds, Samtol Bandhara, Nalla-Bunding, etc., the company management 

proposed to establish Jal Vidyapeeth and the Jal Abhiyan of Hon‟ble Shri Rajendra Sinh 

Rana will be implemented through company management and local farmers and infact, they 

have started the work of the same.  

As far as air pollution aspect is concerned, he stated that they both Shri Fulari and Shri 

Thombare himself have experienced the situation at Parli, but at that time, the air pollution 

problems were at most of the places, however, now the norms of pollution are very strict, the 

total boiler is provided with filtration, MDS unit is also provided and thereby they have 

provided the required system by means of which 100% fine dust particles will be filtered. 

 

Shri Thombare stated that as reported by the Project Consultant that soil testing is carried 

out in the area, however, he is not having the statistics about the factors in the soil before and 

after establishment of the factory, but he stated that they have implemented the concept of 

reducing the use of chemical fertilizers by using compost (manure) since last 7 to 8 years and 

they have got good results of the same from last 5 years.  He stated that press mud generated 

from the process contains all the fertilizers used for sugarcane crop, the solid waste, i.e. spent 

wash generated from biogas plant contains more contents of potash and for process of which 

they have provided a process plant by expending about Rs. 2 to 2.5 Crores.  After necessary 

process, this material is packed in the 50 kg. bag in the name of Natural Phosphate containing 

35% Rock Phosphate and sold to the farmers at farm delivery @ Rs. 300/- per bag, which is 

very reasonable cost.  He said that since last 5 to 6 years, they produce about 20 to 25 Tons of 

compost per year and due to which the use of chemical fertilizers has been reduced upto 

maximum extent and more than 50% of farmers in the area using their compost.  And 

therefore, he stated that the environmental rules will be followed definitely, but for the 

betterment of farmers, including employment generation and the most important thing as a 

Corporate Social Responsibility is that very less health facilities are available in the area and 

no hospital is there within the distance of about 25 to 30 km. and therefore they have started 

the construction work of well equipped 15 bedded hospital with the help of one social trust 

and it will be started within two months period.  He also stated that it is not possible to the 

local people/farmers in the area to avail the infrastructural facilities in city like English 

School, Computer, College, etc. due to economical condition, hence, as a social 

responsibility, efforts are taken through Natural Sugar & Allied Industries Ltd. to provide 

such infrastructures to the local people/farmers. 

 

7. Shri P.M. Joshi, Regional Officer, MPCB, Aurangabad and Panel Member suggested to 

provide Electrostatic Precipitator (ESP) or Wet Scrubber as per the CREP norms for which 

the MPCB has already issued to directions and submitted a detail report of 63 Nos. of 

industries to MPCB, HQ, then Shri Thombare stated that they have already provided the 

ESP. 

 

8. Shri Nitin Shinde, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB, Latur & Convener stated that the distillery 

has to comply with the CREP guidelines, otherwise permission is not granted for                  
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the operation of the distillery.  He stated that one of the compliance of CREP guidelines with 

respect to existing distillery unit, i.e. concretization of the upper layer of compost yard is not 

completed, which will be completed in the coming rainy season as reported by the Project 

Proponent. He further stated that the waste water to be generated from the proposed distillery 

unit will not be used for composting because for the treatment of waste water, multiple effect 

evaporator will be provided and after evaporation, spent mash generated will be used for 

compost or as a fuel to the boiler.  Shri Shinde pointed out that to reduce the impact of 

pollution due to existing as well as proposed distillery units, nowadays, CREP guidelines are 

made very strict and therefore the Central Government grants the permission to the distillery 

units subject to compliance of certain norms/guidelines/conditions.  Likewise, he stated that 

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board monitor the compliance of such guidelines/conditions 

regularly and obtain the Bank Guarantee of Rs. 2 Lac, 5 Lac, 10 Lac, etc. depending upon the 

gravity of pollution potential, from the industries towards ensuring the compliance of 

stipulated norms/conditions and if non-compliance is observed, the Bank Guarantee is 

forfeited.  However, from the available record, it is seen that till date, such type of situation 

and / or adverse impact on the surrounding environment due to this factory has not been 

noticed.  He also expected that care will be taken by the company management so as to 

comply with the prescribed norms.  Shri Shinde further stated that he would like to suggest 

to the company management about two things, i.e. to provide sewage treatment plant or 

purified drinking water supply scheme to one of the villages in the nearby area as a social 

responsibility on the similar line of construction work started by the company management 

for hospital in the area.  He further pointed out that the domestic effluent generated from the 

industry is being used directly on land for gardening, etc. purposes, however, he suggested to 

use the domestic effluent after necessary treatment as per the recent circular issued by the 

Central Government due to which there will be very less adverse impact on surrounding 

environment.  In this respect, Shri Thombare, the Project Proponent stated that they have 

already installed the biogas plant for the effluent generated from sugar unit and also planned 

to install the same system for the proposed distillery unit and after necessary treatment the 

said effluent is used for tree plantation of 10000 Nos. of trees which they have already 

provided and no fresh water is used for the tree plantation purpose.  He further stated that 

they have also proposed for the common sewage treatment plant as well as biogas plant for 

the treatment of domestic effluent generated from colony waste and further it is also proposed 

to provide the biogas connection to each house in the colony. He also stated that as per the 

request from collectorate, they have provided water tanks to 10 Nos. of villages in the 

surrounding area during the period of water scarcity.  Besides this, the company management 

has also provided cement water tank (haud) with tap system in some villages through which 

the drinking water supplying pipeline passes in the area.  He also assured that they will also 

provide the water purification plants in the nearby villages like Ranjani, Ghargaon, Jayphal, 

etc. if the problem of drinking water will arise in future.   

 

Shri Nitin Shinde, again requested all the public participants that if anybody is having any doubt, 

suggestions, objection, etc. about the said project, especially related with environmental aspects, 

same can be expressed, but after observing that nobody is having any question about the said 

project,. Shri D.G. Fulari, Chairman of the Panel stated that 5 to 6 questions were asked broadly by 

the public participants, which includes employment generation, how many people have got the 

employment and how many persons are employed from local area and it was reported by Shri 

Thomabare, the Project Proponent that 90% persons from local area have been employed in their 

factory.  For ground water conservation, as reported by Shri Thombare that they have taken deep 

trenches in the hilly area at Ranjani by means of which the wells in the area are recharged due to 

which now, the water is available, specifically for sugarcane crop.  He stated that as far as tree 

plantation is concerned, as reported by Shri Thombare the Keshar Mango has been cultivated on a 

large scale.  Shri Fulari stated the details of expansion project of the factory as well as pollution  
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